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SHERGOZI YOGHIBEKOV, A RESIDENT OF THE VILLAGE OF DARJOMJ:  

"THE BUILT FOREST WILL BE OF GREAT BENEFIT TO US.” 

Sherghozi Yogibekov is engaged in private farming in the village of Darjomj in the Bartang 

Valley of GBAO. He has a wife who is a housewife and four children. His son and one of his 

daughters are students, and two more daughters are working in Russia. 

 Sherghozy, like many residents of the village of Darjomj, has been actively involved in the 

deepening of the mountain water-mudflow channel, which is more than 1 km long, 5 m wide and 

2 m deep. Part of the banks of this stream was fortified with a stone wall 450 m long. It also took 

part in the creation of about 8 hectares of forest area, where almost 3000 barberry, rosehip, 

apricot and cherry seedlings were planted.  

These activities were carried out in 2017 within the framework of the regional project of the 

German Society for International Cooperation (GIZ) "Ecosystem –based Adaptation to Climate 

Change in High Mountainous Regions of Central Asia" (EbA), funded by the German 

Government in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. In Tajikistan, GIZ's partner in the 

implementation of the project is the Public Foundation CAMP Tabiat - a branch of the Public 

Foundation CAMP Alatoo. Darjomj is one of the pilot villages of the project. 

54 residents of the village of Darjomj took part in the reconstruction works and received 20,029 

mg of food aid from the UN World Food Program (WFP). The villagers were actively involved 

in the reconstruction works by the rural organization and local self-government bodies of 

Darjomj village. 

In the Bartang Valley, where roads are often closed for uncertain periods in winter, food supplies 

are essential for local residents. Due to lack of funds, many people in the region are unable to 

buy enough food for the winter. According to Sherghozi, WFP's food aid encouraged the local 

people, who were actively involved in forestation and bank protection. "My family will have 

enough flour until spring, which means that we can direct our savings to other important 

purposes, such as the education of our children," he said. 

"Previously, the increase in water in the mountain stream threatened the mudflow, which could 

cause significant damage to our village. Fortunately, now that we have deepened the streambed 

and strengthened its banks, this threat has become less likely” said Sherghozi. According to him, 

in the future the villagers may benefit from the erected forest - firewood for heating houses, hay 

for livestock, fruits, medicinal plants, etc. In addition, this mountainous forest area may also 

protect the village from mudflows in the future. 

Shergozy previously participated in the training on fruit processing, which was organized by 

CAMP Tabiat within the framework of the EbA project. “The training was very useful, and I 

learned a new apricot drying technology, which was shown to us by specialists from Sughd 

Oblast. Last year I dried apricots only for our family, but if we get a good harvest this year, I will 

also be able to sell dried fruits and earn extra income,”-said Sherghozi.   



The development of small businesses in the village will contribute to improving the living 

standards of local residents and their adaptation to the current and future impacts of climate 

change, Shergozi said. 

   

 

              


